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REGIONAL MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT 

64. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Regional Development: 
It was a pleasure to welcome the Minister for Regional Development and the Minister for Commerce to 
Gracetown last Friday to announce the next phase of the Liberal–National government’s investment in regional 
mobile telecommunications. Can the minister please update the house on the government’s efforts to improve 
mobile communications in regional areas? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
I thank the member for Vasse for the question. The member indeed must have pulled some strings, because not 
only did she have a couple of ministers in her electorate for the announcement, she also had the President of the 
Legislative Council and the Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. So, we had the power of the ministry 
and the power of Parliament to support what was a fantastic announcement, and also, as a new member of 
Parliament, the member’s strong advocacy for all things in her electorate. 

Two things were announced on that day. The first was the second stage of the roll-out of the mobile 
communications program that is being done by the Liberal–National government under the royalties for regions 
program. The first stage, worth $40 million, rolled out 113 new mobile towers into regional Western Australia. 
Along with Hon Michael Mischin, we also announced the next tranche, worth $45 million, which will roll out 
another 85 towers in regional Western Australia. That will support what is fundamental to commerce, what is 
fundamental to those who travel around the regions, and what is fundamental to the provision of basic services to 
support people in some of the more isolated parts of the state. We are very, very proud that already the 
commitment of 113 towers, and now another 85 towers, will make a big difference to those areas. 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston! 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: We have already made a commitment to roll out the first 22 of those 85 towers in a number 
of electorates, including those of members opposite, and that also will make a difference. 
Just as importantly, the Gracetown community has had a black spot in their mobile communications, and they 
have been advocating for support for a tower. They will have a new tower in June this year, and that is a fantastic 
outcome. In the interim, Gracetown has a portable tower that will enable them to access that service between 
now and then. As members know, that small community in the Vasse electorate has been impacted significantly 
by recent events around bushfires and shark attacks, and of course the Gracetown tragedy which occurred a few 
years ago and which we all know about. Therefore, supporting those services and supporting the people in small 
communities, and having a royalties for regions fund from this Liberal–National government, is making 
a difference in regional Western Australia. It was fantastic to be part of that announcement. Thank you, member 
for Vasse. 
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